Privacy, Surveillance Methods
and Data Protection
The concept of privacy
in 1984 does not exist at
all due to constant
surveillance and control;
however, in real life we may
have privacy, but our
information is available for
others and we are constantly
exposed without our consent.

Similarities
Both in the book and in real life
there are people that have access to
our information without our consent.
They can have access to it either
legaly or ilegaly.

Microphones are a method of
surveillance used in both societies. In
Oceania, there were microphones,
everywhere,and in the real world
microphones can also be hidden or
inplanted in varios objects.

Cameras are an
object used in
both societies,
they are in the
tele screens,
phones, in the
street, etc.
Sometimes, we
can't be sure who
or when someone is
watching us.

" With the development of television, and the
technical advance which made it possible to receive
and transmit simultaneously on the same instrument,
private life came to an end. Every citizen, or at least
every citizen important enough to be worth
watching, could be kept for twenty-four hours a day
under the eyes of the police and in the sound of
official propaganda, with all other channels of
communication closed"(Orwell 259-260)

All our personal
information is
available for various
organizations, for
example, the
government/Ingsoc,
banks, schools,
airports, websites...

Other similarities:
- Children in 1984 and
spies in reality.
- Location (having a way
to know where you are)
- Your data being stored
by other people

Differences
“A Party member is expected to have no private emotions
and no respites from enthusiasm. He is supposed to live
in a continuous frenzy of hatred of foreign enemies
and internal traitors, triumph over victories, and selfabasement before the power and wisdom of the Party”
( Orwell 267).

Many people have social
media, and in order to
create an account we have
to give our personal
information. This
information will be
available for other
people,some of which we
know and others that we
dont. In Oceania, apps
doesn't exist, so people
dont have this problem
(Privacy, 2019).

Nowdays, most people use
smartphones, these phones can
know you location, see you,
sense movement and sound
(Privacy, 2019). In the book,
the technology wasn't as
sofisticated, there were just
cameras, tele screens, and
microphones.

Other differences:
In the book, the Party is the
one that controls everyone,
they have all the
information. In reality, even
though the government has
some information, the
information is also available
to the technological
companies.

-Constitutional privacy does not
exist in Oceania
-Telescreens
- We are not being constantly
watched when we are in our house.
-Children spying on their parents
to report any thoughts or actions
that go against the party.
-We are allowed to have private
thoughts and objects (diaries,
pictures, conversations...)
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